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To: 
Cc: 



Anderson, Matthew'! 




From: Michel, Frederic 

Sent: Mon 15/11/2010 11:32:42 AM 

Subject: Hunt meeting - urgent 

Jeremy tried to call you. He has received very strong legal advice not to meet us today as the current 
process is treated as a judicial one (not a policy one) and any meeting could be referred to and jeopardize 
the entire process. Jeremy is very frustrated about it but the Permanent Secretary has now also been 



My advice would be not to meet him today as ft would be counter-productive for everyone, but you could 
have a chat with him on his mobile which is completely fine, and l will liaise with his team privately as well. 
Let's discuss 
Fred 
Fred 

Frederic Michel 

Director, Public Affairs, Europe 
News Corporation 



involved. 



tel: I 
mob:' 




db5l9fc4-3286-4e74-952c-1fdf6b17b2db 
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To: JRMi< 
Cc: Anderson, MattheWf 
From: Michel, Frederic 
Sent Thur 02/1 2/201 5:26:24 PM 
Subject No10 meetings today 

Some quick feedback from my conversations inNolO today separately with both Clegg's and 
DCs advisers 



'c's adviser 
Presentation of News Corp and 'businesses 
detailed debrief on the current Ofcom process s j 

Debrief on the state of plurality in the UK: strong amazement of Hie small audience share 
of Sky News and the 4/1000 consumer impact 

- Honest discussion on the imporfance for m of getting ILabonr &u board/comforfabEe 

xmifo ike transaction as it will faflmeftce Cable a lot 

he will insist on the need for Vince to meet with us once Ofcom report published 

need to support Nick when he makes announcement on copyright which goes against his 
election piWe- timing end January -mil be very tonga for hhn withyoufh voters agam 



David's adviser 



Very frank exchange on the recent speech which praised Google and fair-use - took him 
through the Stationers' speech 

Outline of the aims of the IP review to be led by Hargreaves and our intention to be very 
pro-active on it 

Proposition by Steve Hilton to help them campaign on the different elements of their Big 
Society Programme [ Sky programming team very involved already] . Will debnei separately on 
this item 

On Sky transaction: recognised need to look at it only from a plurality point of view 



1 f07f985-b33a-47f4-b695-1fb541 c1 3875 
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T<s- Brinks, Rsbekafv_ 

ca Anderson, MattM - — 

j&. ^■MlilMHHp^l 13 ' Andrea 5 
From: wiichel, Fredsrie ' 

Seflb Tue 14/12/201Q 1 1.5&54 AM 
SMbjeet; Re:. Hunt - confidential 

jusmwDon.Foste.M^ 
itjpsrtarit feedback. 
Wilt debrief- 

Frederic Michel 

Director, Public Affairs, Europe 

New s. Corporation 

teT, fBB^^S 
mob: «BBHHHi 

0f iglnai Message — - 
S?31d4 Deceit 14, 2Q10 10:44 AM 

S ^is-on, Matthew; FaSkeMeffi Appella, Andrea 

■6t!fajeGt; RE: Hunt .-confidential 

.$arrie from- GO - tote! bafflement at response; 



—-^Oflgfnaf Message— 
From Michel, Frederic 

Sent 14 0e,cembe.r2O1O 10:41 •• 

j£ 2f son,. Matthew; Paten Jeffi Appella, *ftM« Brt*fe; fte&ekah 
■Subject: Hunt - ecnfidsrttiat 

V* 9 ^.debrl#with Hunt on*. Issues ftfter. He ^ » ^ m«***» and 

0fear bias. 

Fred' . 

Frederic Micffei' 
S3lrector,.Publio' Affairs, Europe 

N'eWs Corporation 
tei: 
mob: 



c813abao-3.fab r 4 : 1ed-9342-dobCdc297?cO 2pi20S22^35R6!.X59l??iW0d0t t. . -.. 
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To: 
Jefft 
From: 
Sent: 
Subject: 




; Anderson, Matthew, 
|; Appelia, Andrea! 

Michel, Frederic 
Fri 24/12/2010 5:25:13 PM 
Hunt - confidential 




Paiker, 



Sd tewafvS happy for me to be the point of contact with Mm/Adam on behalf of JSM going forward. Very 
important to avoid giving the "aiili" any opportunity to attack the fairness of the process and fine to liaise at that 
political level, while also BCMS/NWS legal teams are ia touch. 

Importantly, Jeremy is now away til the 5th January and won't sec the Ofcom report til ten. 
Fred 

Frederic Michel 
Director, Public Affairs, Europe 
News Corporation 
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to share with ofcom if they 
have been asked by oft to 
assist. 






it" [70] 


04.02.11 


17:27:42 


FM/AS 


Are you able to send me the 
Enders and Slaughter docs? 

Wd help me prepare for the 
public debate. Enjoy golf 


17:37:00 


FM/JRM 


RE: CONFIDENTIAL - JH - PLEASE READ 

"He has received enormous pressure from Enders and 
Slaughter/May to take into consideration their evidence into the 
OFT process. They both wrote documents against every 
possible remedy, . J am trying to get the docs but it might 
be difficult... ." [71] 


17:30:41 


AS/FM 


I haven't actually got them at 
the moment. Officials just told 
me about them. Don't mention 
them to anyone like oft etc. If 
we need them I'll show you. 


09.02.11 


14:13:01 


AS/FM 


Take your stab proof vest with 
you! Am hoping for an 
update later on process so 
will let you know if anything 
new. 


14:26:44 


FM/JRM 


Subject: JH CONFIDENTIAL 

"JH is trying to get further update by end of today on 
process, and hopefully also on OFT's feedback" [75] 


15.02.11 


21:47:19 


FM/AS 


Ignore my voicemail.Just 
understood the Oft issue. I 
think we are in good place 


22:35:21 


FM/AA/JRM 


Subject: Re: Confidential: Letter from Jeremy Hunt to James 
Murdoch 

"On 10 years term, after an exchange with Jeff, 1 asked JH 
tonight. He confirmed it was not an issue but was happy to 
clarify in the morning. . ." [80] 


21:50:21 


AS/FM 


Ofcom answer the ten year 
issue. Let's chat tomorrow 
for clarification though. 


22:01:39 


FM/AS 


We need to talk properly 
tomorrow through all the 
different areas to plan. Looks 
[ike we are nearly there! 
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Appella, Andrea, fBBBMBi^H^BBP?^^^^^^ 

From: Michel, Frederic 

Sent: Sun 23/01/201 1 8:59:44 AM 

Subject update - confidential 

He still wants to stick to the following plan: 

- Monday: Receive farther details on U1L - but no need to meet, at fins stage 

. Tuesday: Pub&auon of Ofcomrepo^ 
looking into it 

- Ask OFT to work with us on the UIL 
PutteUKtoOir^&r advice. He 

obstacles in that way. 

- Then in 2 weeks time, he announces he is minded to refer but has received a very substantial UIL and would like 
to consult publicly 

- He predicts it should all be done by mid-Feb. 

His view is that once he announces publicly he has a strong Iffl, it's almost game over for the opposite 
HeunderstandsMlyomconcerr^ 

process; but he wants us to take the heat, withhim, in me next 2 weeks. 

Hevery specifically said mat he was keen to get to the same outcome and wa^JI^lD^to^he-edslD 

now, the better it will he as the opposition will lose argument*. Tins weeks event* ao nox ivc 

He said we would get there at the end and he shared our objectives. 

Finally.heaskediistosndcwi^^^ 
which will unfold. 

Fred. 



Frederic Michel 

Director, Public Affairs, Europe 

News Corporation 



e^m^^m^** 2 o, 2 o 32 i_4 2 6_r EL 07 58 6«ooo, 2 „, 20 « —a 
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JRM,l 

Anderson, Matthew^ 



To: 
Cc: 

Jeff) 
Alice[ 

From: Michel, Frederic 
Sent: Mon 24/01/201 1 6:00:58 PM 



Appelja, Andrea| 



Subject: RE: CONFIDENTIAL - JH S I ATEMENT 

More details on the statement: 



Palker, 



Macandrew, 



At the end JH will indicate that if "it produces a U1L which I believe will prevent the 
mergel ^rom doing adverse effects and which I propose to accept, then I will start the 
formal consultation which will last 15 days" 



From: Michel, Frederic 
Sent: 24 January 201 1 1 5:21 

Cc: Anderson, Matthew; Palker, Jeff; AppeSIa, Andrea; Macandrew, Alice 
Subject: CONFIDENTIAL - JH STATEMENT 



Managed to get some infos on the plans for tomorrow [ although absolutely 
MegaL>!] 



Press statement at 7.30am and Parliament statement at 9.30am [ identical] 



- Lots of legal issues around the statement so he has tried to get a version which 
helps us by qualifying the threats identified by Ofcom 



He will thus confirm that Ofcom recommended him to refer. 



JH will announce that "he is minded that maybe the case that a merger may 
operate against the public interest and it's in his own right that Sib w.shes to look at 
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24.02.11 


08:25:54 


AS/FM 


They said this was a 
promising basis from which 
to work in their advice to JH. 
Not quite complete 
acceptance so ! guess that's 
why they are looking for 
confirmation on some 
things. 


09:21:53 


FM/JRM/JP/ 
MA 


Subject J H confidential 

"Just observed that Ofcom in their letter to him said our 
proposal was a promising basis from which to work but not 
quite complete acceptances. Hence why they're looking for 
confirmation on some things before giving final advice... and 
will call back later this morning." [93] 


09:06:46 


FM/AS 


Some things? Have you seen 
the list??? Let me know JH's 
view before 11am when I 
speak to James please. 
Important call 


11:25:00 


FM/JRM 


Subject: Re:JH confidential 

"JH just said, after a long talk, he will still go with what 
Ofcom recommends..." [95] 


10:13:59 


AS/FM 


We will still go with whatever 
ofcom recommends. 


10:50:08 


FM/JRM 


Subject: Re: JH confidential 

"JH just texted that he can't interfere with the process but 
can give us more time to sort things out. He can't engage 
with substance whilst Ofcom is working with us." [94] 


10:43:05 


AS/FM 


We can't interfere with the 
process really. We can give 
more time but not deal with 
substance whilst they are 
working with you. 


03.03.11 


10:43:16 


AS/FM 


Oral statement confirmed for 
1500. 1 am actually off to 
Rome on a 1655 flight so may 
not be around. I feel my work 
is nearly done. 


10:49:11 


FM/JRM 


Subject: Quick update JH and co 

"Formal statement by JH is scheduled for 15:00. Just been 
co/7ffm?ec/."[104] 


23.03.11 


20:04:49 


FM/AS 


When are you seeing media 
coalition? I am finalising 
private memo for you. Good 


20:47:30 


FM/JRM/MA 
/JP/AA 


Subject: JH- confidential 

"JH will be meeting media coalition tomorrow. 1 ran him 
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To: 'Adam Smith'fl 

From: Michel, Frederic 

Sent: Tue 07/06/201 1 4:32:28 RM , 

Subject: RE: Ed Vaizey 

I tend to think that he could see us on veiy specific policy items. We're still involved in the media agenda 
even during the Sky deal. 

It's a veiy punitive decision. . ..I feel victimised J 



For example, I am working on our response for the open letter and it would have been great to discuss it 
with you before finalising it at some stage before end of June. Possible? 



By the way, does that mean you and Jeremy will not be coming to Take That on the 4 th July? 



Fred. 



From: Adam Smith H 
Sent: 07 June 2011 17:29 
To: Michel, Frederic 
Subject: Re: Ed Vaizey 



you camiot seriously think that Ed meeting with News Corp whilst the deal is going on wouldn't 
be an issue. 

It's not obvious. He is not in charge at all of the Sky deal . That can't be the reason 
I can see why Jeremy is not coming to the summer party. . . . 
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T0; James Murdoch!] 

Jeffrey (Newsoorp)) 
From: wiichsl, Fredarfe 
Sert! ' U«r 07/Q7/2Q1 1. 8:01 544 PM 
Subject: JH> CONFIDENTIAL - p!e€|Sa read 



Aftdefson, Matthews 
Andrea Appetla{ flewscorp ) I 



Latest Rubicon; 



- Was aol discussal tteNolO uteetiflg tliM-Huiit had with the WL ~ was discussing the 
•two suites- [ ^ ledbyarjixdge; afeft "media practices" one act with a' judge and led 

Some of the sulwoissicMK. are from the US and a lot are-petitions - tholaw faces DCMS 
staff to. read each of them 

Given, theife are 106,000; forift tales Rnggrftaii frtctofe for 40,000 \mm 3 Moatlis. 
Poesa' t Wlieve there will b& - 

Impm'imii to dispel idea that fee rMghi m&i it ft CoCp ft* put a pause a tbe process: 
& WuleS'lbe irrelevant as'.CoC^wouId «ss ihe-sansie media plnrajily test afsf pfeora -key 

The elosiife of MoW dae.a not affect JH decision- and. tf aayttilflghelp the media plurality 
issue % we'akenin'g our voice 

The Gabinef diVis.ioBS reported iri the press are aaeli monQfe'do mt&the hacfeiftg saga 
rather thaa the deal itself 

FeWtli^ both BBt and Guardian have-been extremely helpd in reporfing accurately that 
Ii@liaSfio--rbQmmhis defiision 



158 

,u,,w KnaVLHridhnH^RSIfio' 20120322V 435 REL0766'21-0QCiQl .20-12G-33-QJQ.200p.pi5S 



PROP1 00001 799 



